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Relative changes in maternal and fetal thyroid
function during pregnancy

XEhZ&kY
o EFOERBHYET,
= TERIZHIZELET,
ERIE EAWFRT
THARRETY,

5y rolroping
|

The effects of pregnancy on the mother include a marked and
early increase in hepatic production of thiyroxine-binding
globulin {TBG) and placental production of human chorionic
gonadotropin (hCG), The increase in serum TBG, in turn,
increases serum T4 concentrations; hCG has thyrotropin-like
activity and stimulates matemal T4 secretion. The transient hCG
-induced increase in serum free T4 inhibits maternal secration of
thyrotropin. Repraduced with parmission from: Burrow, GN, Fisher, D4,
Larser, PR. Maternal and fetal thryoid function, N Engl 1 Med 1994;
331:1072, Copyright © 1994 Massachuselts Medical Sociely.
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